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T-BIRD  TALK 

You are invited to participate in 

the Thunderbird Run 2017, 
Mahwah Schools Foundations 

18th Annual – USA Track & 
Field Sanctioned, Grand Prix 

10k & 5K Race (Our Main 

Event) and Kid Run on April 
23rd.  This year’s event promis-

es to be a memorable one, fea-
turing a scenic race route 

through Mahwah beginning and ending at Mahwah High School.  Join us for just the run, or make it a 
day for the whole family and enjoy live entertainment, food, games, and plenty of fun for everyone. 

The event will also feature a Trails to Wellness with representatives from local health/wellness busi-

nesses, as well as an abundance of family-fun activities and entertainment.  Volunteers are needed for 

planning and/or assisting on the day of the event.  To volunteer, be a business participating in the 

Trails to Wellness, or have questions, please contact:  

 Jamie Brisby at mamabrizz@yahoo.com or Liz Molino at molino415@mac.com. 

The Mahwah Schools Foundation extends its sincere 
thanks to those who supported our schools by attend-
ing the 16th Annual Gala. An extra special thanks to our 
corporate sponsors and to the many local businesses 
who made donations. Please take a minute to look 
through the event's program and support the business-
es who support our schools at: 

 

 http://www.themsf.org/events/annual-dinner-gala/ 

 

http://www.themsf.org/events/annual-dinner-gala/
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BETSY ROSS SCHOOL 

Betsy Ross Suits Up for Math 
Each year, students embark on a three-week 
math adventure.  Through the HSO-sponsored 
Math Mania program, students have the oppor-
tunity to learn new ways to utilize manipulatives.  
We hope students become more excited about 
math and realize that math is all around them.  
This year, students logged their minutes of math 
practice time to earn the title of most minutes 
per class and per grade.  Students were all given 
a pack of playing cards and taught math games 
using these cards.  Parent volunteers worked 
with each class on the opening day and students 
played math games such as:  Make 10, I Spy, and 
Multiplication Quick Draw.  At the end of the 
three weeks, students won the opportunity to 
work with another class and pair up to play 
games together.  Students logged over 30,000 
minutes this year and continue today to play the 
math games that they learned during this excit-
ing event. 
 
Betsy Ross is Full of Heart 
Students at Betsy Ross helped to spread kindness 
and love during “The Great Kindness Challenge” 
in January.  Jill McManigal, the founder of the 
challenge, originally started this movement to 
help students notice the good in others, to en-
courage others to perform acts of kindness, and 
ultimately, to create a school environment where 
all students are accepted.  This year there were 
over 10 million students, over 15 thousand 

schools, in over 90 countries around the world that 
came together to create over 500 million acts of 
kindness during this one week challenge.  During 
“The Great Kindness Challenge,” students at Betsy 
Ross school showed acts of kindness in different 
ways.  Some helped their friends with their home-
work, and others asked a new friend to play on the 
playground, while others simply opened doors for 
their classmates.  One morning, all of the students 
and staff were welcomed with kindness. Post-it 
notes were placed around the all-purpose room by 
one anonymous student.  Among other statements, 
some of these little notes said, “You’re amazing,” 

“You’re kind,” and “Betsy Ross is the best.” 
Throughout the week, during morning meeting, stu-
dents talked about what they were doing to spread 
kindness; we read books about kindness and re-
flected on our lives, we had a “wear red” spirit day 
and students created a whole school heart on the 
field.  To create this heart, it took teamwork and 
patience; the result was a symbol that expresses the 
love we have for each other. Even though the chal-
lenge is over, Betsy Ross students continue to share 
their kindness each and every day. 
 

GEORGE WASHINGTON SCHOOL 

GW Third Grade Meteorologists  
George Washington School third grade students are 
studying weather in science. Students have learned 
about the water cycle, clouds, and different types of 
precipitation.  Through books, videos and hands-on 
projects and experiments, students at GW have tak-
en an in-depth look at the weather on Earth. Stu-
dent interest in reporting on daily weather during 

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 
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the morning meeting prompted the third grade 
teachers to let students become young meteorolo-
gists.  The third grade weather reporters investi-

gate and report on the daily weather on video and 
play it for the school to see each morning.  Third 
grade student, Kasey Pieklo, explained his excite-
ment, "It's so much fun to be like an actual mete-
orologist.  It feels like we're really on the TV 
news!"  Students make sure to include high and 
low temperatures, precipitation, and make sug-
gestions in terms of appropriate clothing to wear 
or activities for the current day’s weather. The 
weather reports have become a great way for stu-
dents and staff to kick off the day.  Third grade 
teacher, Christine Piotrowski, expressed the 
team’s happiness with the project, “The students 
are having a great time going online to find the 
day's weather and setting up an actual video tap-
ing session with cue cards and props, and the rest 
of GW  looks forward to the daily report each 
morning in the all-purpose room!"  GW anticipates 
many more exciting weather reports as spring be-
gins and students trade winter coats, hats, and 
gloves for t-shirts and shorts!  
 
Kindergarten Students Walk the Red Carpet on 
the 100th Day of School 
 
George Washington School kindergarten students 
celebrated the 100th day of school on February 10, 
2017.  Students worked with their parents to cre-
ate unique 100th day t-shirts to show off in a red 
carpet fashion show. Student dress included shirts 
with 100 sports balls, 100 pom-poms, and 100 

googly eyes. There was even a shirt with 100 holes. 
Holy moly! After sharing their fashion sense, stu-
dents showed off their brains, as well.  Students 
practiced counting to 100 by ones, fives, and tens. 
Students also strung 100 beads, counted to 100 
using coins, and used tally marks to create a chart 
of one hundred compliments. In addition, students 
tapped into their artistic sides and created 100th 
day crowns and painted pictures with 100 dots.  
Mrs. Trien, Mrs. Triantafillakis, and Mrs. Silberman 

are so proud of our kindergarten students and how 
much they have grown during the first 100 days of 
school!  

LENAPE MEADOWS SCHOOL 

Fitness Fridays 
This year, Lenape Meadows’ master schedule was 
designed to provide classroom teachers with a des-
ignated time to hold Morning Meetings at the be-
ginning of the school day. This Responsive Class-
room practice helps foster community. During 
Morning Meeting, students greet one another ap-
propriately, learn to listen as they share important 
matters with one another, and engage in an inter-
active team-building activity that helps set the 
stage for a great day of learning. As an extension, 
on Fridays, all Lenape Meadows students and staff 
members congregate in the gym to participate in a 
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 rooms. This new “library” was stacked with many 
wonderful, developmentally and age-appropriate 
books, with the goal of providing a space for our 
older students, teachers, staff members, and par-
ents to go to read to our pre-k children. Our pre-k 
students are also learning how to keep track of 
their progress, and celebrate whenever they finish 
100 books. Teachers have shared how much the 
older Lenape Meadows students enjoy reading to 
their younger friends, and how much our pre-k stu-
dents look forward to their many mystery readers. 
We’re off to a great start and look forward to help-
ing our youngest charges accomplish their goals.    
 

A Visit from Author Nick Bruel 
Mrs. Daly, our School Librarian, reports that stu-
dents are buzzing with excitement as they get 
ready to welcome author and illustrator, Nick 
Bruel, to Lenape Meadows on Wednesday, March 8, 
2017.  Students have been learning about the au-
thor and his many books in Library, as well as cre-
ating artwork that goes with his series, Bad Kitty, in 
art class. Kindergarten and first grade students 
decorated Bad Kitty pictures, and second and third 
grade students worked with art teacher, Mrs. Har-
rington, to design book covers of new titles that 
they brainstormed for the Bad Kitty series, includ-
ing Bad Kitty Goes to College, Bad Kitty Goes for the 
Gold, and Bad Kitty Goes to the Beach.  In an effort 
to warmly welcome Mr. Bruel, the students’ beauti-
ful artwork is currently displayed in our main hall-
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school-wide Morning Meeting we call “Fitness 
Fridays.” Mr. Szuch, one of our physical education 
teachers, leads the children and staff in a cheer, 
and then creates opportunities for all to engage in 
a fun, physical fitness activity. Thus far, Lenape 
Meadows citizens have participated in a do-your-
best sit-up challenge, yoga, aerobics, and dance. 
Mr. Szuch’s mini-lesson always includes a motiva-
tional component focused on building character. 
The children are reminded that taking care of 
your body helps you become more disciplined, 
helps you develop responsibility and leadership 
skills, and helps you improve focus, which, in 
turn, helps you achieve higher academic goals. 
We are looking forward to continuing this weekly 
ritual and working together to build strong bod-
ies and minds, all while having fun.  
 
“Read” 1,000 Books  
Lenape Meadows has instituted their very own 
version of the 1,000 Books before Kindergarten 
Program.  As the name suggests, pre-kindergarten 
students (with the help of their parents and 
teachers) are encouraged to “read” 1,000 books 
before they enter kindergarten. The program is 
designed to help pre-kindergarten students ac-
quire the literacy skills that they will need to be 
successful kindergarteners, and more important-
ly, to instill a love of reading in young children by 
exposing them to beautiful literature. In an effort 
to help our pre-kindergarten students achieve 
this lofty goal, Lenape Meadows’ pre-
kindergarten team, headed by Debi Benvenuto, 
created an additional “library” in one of our class-
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called Keys to Character.  Each month, this program 
emphasizes a positive character trait that the stu-
dents can use to be productive/successful citizens 
of our society.   

Every day, the students listen to morning an-
nouncements, highlighting important messages 
about the “Key” of the month.  Following that an-
nouncement, they take part in Morning Meeting 
(Responsive Classroom) where they have a chance 
to start their day, greeting their classmates and be-
ing involved in activities that build their social 
bonds.  Also, this year at JK, we have infused char-
acter lessons aligned to the “Key” run by our school 
social worker, Mr. Craig Alfano.   This is an oppor-
tunity for the students to get a more in-depth ex-
tended experience.  During that time, they discuss, 
role-play, and plan how to navigate the different 
social experiences that they encounter.   

We are extremely proud of this multi-pronged ap-
proach to Character Education.   

Joyce Kilmer Gives Back 

It is crucial that we teach our students the im-
portance of philanthropy.  Each year, we try to look 
for opportunities to bring the school community 

together to support those in need.  In the past, this 
has been done through donations to the Center for 
Food Action during the Thanksgiving season.  This 
year, we wanted to expand our reach.   We connect-
ed with the CUMAC organization in Paterson.  CU-
MAC has been fighting hunger for over 30 years.  It 
operates an impressive array of programs that 
serve as a social safety net within the community of 
Paterson and beyond.   

This year, JK held a Coat Drive during the holiday 
season.  It was a great success!  There were 259 
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way.  Everyone here at Lenape Meadows School 
would like to thank the Mahwah Schools Founda-
tion for their generous grant.  
 

JOYCE KILMER SCHOOL 

Building the Students’ Social Competencies 

Joyce Kilmer School’s mission is to develop our 
students both academically and socially.  We 
teach the students reading, writing, and arithme-
tic, but how are we helping them navigate the so-
cial journey?  We help them through a program 
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Gifted and Talented 
Imagine spending your time solving the problems 
of the future. That’s exactly what our Gifted and 
Talented students are doing at Ramapo Ridge Mid-
dle School.  

As part of Future Problem Solving International, 
our students are preparing to face future challeng-
es, with critical thinking and creativity. The pro-
gram teaches our students to apply problem-
solving skills to global and community problems. 

Under the leadership of Mrs. Carrelha, students are 
also participating in Global Issues Problem Solving, 
which is a competitive component of Future Prob-
lem Solving International. All participants are ex-
pected to research a series of global topics and 
learn a six-step, creative problem-solving process. 
Students use their knowledge to address a charge 
presented in an imagined situation, termed “Future 
Scene.” 

Ramapo Ridge has examined educational dispari-
ties and genetic manipulation. Recently, students 
competed in a qualifying round, where they looked 
at the possibilities of 3D and 4D printing in space.  

Three of our 6th grade teams, one 7th grade team, 
and two 8th grade teams from Ramapo Ridge quali-
fied to participate in the New Jersey State Future 
Problem Solving Bowl. On February 24, 2017, these 
students competed in a two-hour competition. The 
topic of focus was Reducing Identity Theft. Students 
will participate in the competition at Kean Univer-
sity in March. We are extremely proud of this ac-
complishment and wish all students good luck! 
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coats and 20 new gloves and hats donated.  We 

cannot thank the JK community enough for their 

tremendous support and generosity.   

RAMAPO RIDGE MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Eight Grade - Holocaust Assembly 
On Thursday, January 5, 2017, Ramapo Ridge 
eighth graders were treated to a very special as-
sembly that corresponded with their study of the 
Holocaust. 

Mr. Paul Galan, a Holocaust survivor, came to 
RRMS and shared his story about his life during 
that time. 

Mr. Galan shared personal memories about his 
family, as they were forced to hide from the Na-
zis. Students listened and had the opportunity to 
connect with Mr. Galan. They maintained conver-
sations and asked questions about his survival. 
He truly made the Holocaust curriculum come to 
life.   

As a public speaker, Mr. Galan’s hope is to moti-
vate students to become responsible citizens and 
strive towards assuring a better world for future 
generations. Mr. Galan left our school with an im-
portant message. He stated, “We as people should 
never hate other people, but always find the best 
in others…Look forward to the future.”  

Ramapo Ridge appreciated Mr. Paul Galan shar-
ing his powerful story. It was certainly a day that 
students will remember for a lifetime.  
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MAHWAH HIGH SCHOOL 

Mr. John P. Pascale, Principal of Mahwah High School, announced that senior Elise Kronbichler, has been 
selected as a candidate to represent New Jersey for application to the U.S. Presidential Scholars pro-
gram.  Elise was chosen, along with other New Jersey students, on the basis of superior academic and 
artistic achievements, leadership qualities, strong character and involvement in community and school 
activities. Inclusion in the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program is one of the highest honors bestowed up-
on graduating high school seniors. 

Each year, over 4,000 candidates are selected from nearly 3.5 million students expected to graduate 
from U.S. high schools.  Candidates are identified for the academic component of the program, based on 
having scored exceptionally well on the SAT or the ACT.  Eligible students are U.S. citizens and legal per-
manent U.S. residents, graduating or receiving a diploma between January and August of the current 
year, who have taken the SAT or ACT Assessments on or before the preceding October.  We wish Elise 
luck as she participates in the application process. Photo from left to right: Elise Kronbichler, Mrs. Stacy 
Mandel, Guidance Counselor. 
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MAHWAH HIGH SCHOOL 

Mr. John P. Pascale, Principal of the Mahwah 
High School, announced today that seniors,  
Jeffrey Sagurton and William Tso, will be 
representing Mahwah High School and the 
State of New Jersey in the All Eastern Band 
and Orchestra concert being held in Atlantic 
City on April 8, 2017.  Jeffrey Sagurton on 
timpani will be in the All Eastern Band and 
William Tso on double bass will be in the All 
Eastern Orchestra. 

Congratulations to both Jeffrey and William 
on this important accomplishment! We wish 
them continued success with their future 
endeavors.  Photo from left to right: Jeffrey 
Sagurton, William Tso. 

MHS Academic Decathlon  

Congratulations to the Aca-
demic Decathlon team, who 
earned a total of 24 awards.  
Andrew Heinz won honorable 
mention in interview, silver in 
science, and gold in es-
say.  Annabelle Spingler won hon-
orable mention in essay and in-
terview and bronze in sci-
ence.  Ryan Adoni won bronze in 
economics and gold in math.  Sam 
Darrow won bronze in mu-
sic.  Meera Ravikumar won 
bronze in math.  Spencer 
Sandusky won honorable men-
tion in social studies and bronze 
in science.  Paul Kuipers won gold in science.  Philip Pillari won honorable mention in math and speech, 
bronze in art and social studies, silver in science, and gold in economics, in addition to winning the 
Team MVP award.  He also earned the second highest score in the entire region, and will continue in the 
State competition. 
  

All North Jersey Region I Junior High School Orchestra 

Mahwah students auditioned for the All North Jersey Region I Junior High School Orchestra.  The follow-
ing students were accepted and represent our district in this prestigious organization: 
 

Violin -  Ginny Cho — 8th grade 
Violin -   Jennifer Cao — 9th grade 
Bass -  James Cao — 8th grade 



Page 9 

 

T-Bird Talk From Our Schools . . . T-Bird Talk From Our  Schools 

MAHWAH HIGH SCHOOL 

North Jersey Region I Junior High 
School Band - All 9th Grade Band 

Congratulations to the following MHS 9th grade 
band students on their acceptance by competi-
tive audition to the North Jersey Region I Jun-
ior High School Band (All 9th Grade Band): 
 
Enver Aman- Percussion 1st  place (Band and 
Orchestra) 
Juliet Corless - French horn 1st place 
Caleb Choo - Trombone 
Matthew Slockbower - Trumpet 
Mark Sitar - Tuba 

Congratulations NJ All State 

 Band Musicians 

Congratulations to the following MHS Band students 
on their acceptance by competitive audition to the 
New Jersey All State Band: 
  
Kristen Springer, Flute—Symphonic Band 
Justina Kender, Trombone - Wind Ensemble (2nd 
overall in the state)  
Maxxwell Mejia, Oboe and English horn - Wind En-
semble (1st overall in the state on both instruments) 
  

Eight Musicians selected for 2017 North 

 Jersey Region 1 Bands and Orchestra 

The following MHS Band students have been accepted by competitive audition to the 2017 North Jer-
sey Region 1 Bands and Orchestra:    
 
Kristen Springer, Flute (Wind Ensemble and Orchestra) 
Maxxwell Mejia, Oboe (Wind Ensemble) English Horn 
(Orchestra) 
Justina Kender, Trombone (Wind Ensemble and Orchestra) 
Gabriella Vicidomini, Trombone (Symphonic Band) 
Gianni Spinella, Tuba (Symphonic Band) 
William Lu, Timpani (Symphonic Band and Orchestra) 
Sam Darrow, Percussion (Orchestra) 
Joshua Sequeira, Trumpet has now been accepted into the North 
Jersey Region 1 Symphonic Band. 

Eleven Vocalists Selected for 2017 North 
Jersey Region High School Choruses 

Congratulations to the 11 Mahwah High School sing-
ers who tried out for the North Jersey Region High 
School Choruses. All eleven were accepted! Congratu-
lations to juniors Danny Dontoh & Carolyn Mavretish, 
sophomores Sam DeVries, Tommy Meli & Jin Lee 
Vales, and freshmen Sophia Garvin, Julie Gillen, Olivia 
Leto, Dante Mejia, Matt Slockbower & Rebekah Soli-
man. This is an impressive accomplishment.  Well 
done, Mahwah singers! 


